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Mpox outbreak in Africa was neglected—it could now
turn into the next global pandemic

B ey

The mpox outbreak in Africa is yet another example
of how infectious diseases perceived to be “someone
else’s problem,” and affecting mainly poor, developing
countries, may suddenly pose unexpected global
threats.

Mpox was discovered in 1958 (in captive monkeys,
hence the original misnomer “monkeypox™) and the
first human case was identified in 1970. Then for
decades it was largely neglected by the scientific and
public health communities, regarded as an uncommon
infection in remote rural areas in tropical Africa
without relevance for the rest of the world.

When a massive mpox outbreak hit developed countries in 2022, increased research funding led to a
surge in scientific studies. On just one medical search engine, there’s been more research produced since
April 2022 than in the preceding 60 years.

The 2022-23 global mpox outbreak happened despite repeated calls from African researchers for
increased global investment in diagnostic, therapeutic and infection prevention tools for mpox.

The WHO has now declared the current upsurge of mpox in central Africa a public health emergency of
international concern.

This is the highest alert level for events that constitute a public health risk to other countries and requires
a coordinated international response.

We are infectious disease researchers who have worked on HIV, SARS-CoV-2 and other viral infections.
Mpox’s recent history is yet another reminder that an infectious disease in one corner of the world should
not be regarded as someone else’s problem, as it can suddenly start to spread fast and far.

It also highlights global inequities in resource allocation and access to vaccines, diagnostics and
treatments. These were made available in many industrialized countries and helped curb the global
outbreak, but are still largely lacking in most of Africa.
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Tending to All Your Immigration Needs

Margaret W. Wong & Associates, a
leading immigration services law
firm with more than 140 years’
experience, has represented thou-
sands of employers and individuals : :
around the world since 1978. We tailor solutions to your unique immigration needs.
We fight for the best outcomes with innovative strategies. We guide clients
through complex immigration law that requires thorough, prompt and professional

response.
s dads A gldl) Wkeas  216-566-9908  Services: =]
dailal) dalEy) www.imwong.com  *Green Card i
Craoakgall iy dalidi | judll info@imwong.com  +Non-Immigrant Visa [=]
L Agiliall Sy salgal) Lol o o @ * Criminal Alien Issues
alilall 5 jagl) * Family Immigration
aglipalll il gl Cpauda SLaliiall gy gips « Federal Litigation

e a0 saicnin.! - SlIDET Lavyyers
Atlanta * Chicago * Cleveland * Columbus * Memphis * Minneapolis * Nashville * New York

L 7/ B

* Citizenship & Naturalization

21-22
HOROSCOPE & 4tlud
Soduku and CrossWord

AL o) 1S el (g ilaa iy s 1l 5 -

; Can smoking weed get me
04 i fired? We answer your
i employment questions
about recreational
marijuana
COLUMBUS, Ohio - Recreational
marijuana sales in Ohio started
in August - and with this major
development comes a lot of
questions. I break them down.
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Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz,
Democrats’ new presumptive
vice-presidential nominee, is
many things.He’s an unapologetic
progressive. During his more
than five years in Saint Paul, he’s
expanded abortion access...
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Ohio officer
indicted in fatal
shooting of
pregnant Black

woman
e

Ta’Kiya Young had been suspected
of shoplifting when Connor Grubb
and another officer approached
her car

A police officer in Ohio was
indicted by a grand jury on
murder charges on Tuesday for
the 2023 fatal shooting of Ta'Kiya
Young, a pregnant Black woman
who had been suspected of
shoplifting, authorities said.

Young, who was 21, had been
suspected of stealing bottles of
alcohol from a store last August
when Connor Grubb, a Blendon
township police officer, and
another officer approached her
car, the Associated Press reported
at the time.

Body-cam footage showed the
officers ordering Young out of her
car and confronting her about
the accusations of shoplifting;

she refused and denied stealing
anything. Instead, she began to
move the car in the direction

of Grubb, who was standing in
front of the vehicle. Grubb then
fired a single shot through her
windshield into her chest, Killing
her. The fetus she was carrying
also died Authorities said last
year that the officers then broke
her car window, pulled Young out
and tried to save her life but were
unsuccesstul.

In September, Grubb was placed
on paid administrative leave
while the Ohio bureau of criminal
investigation examined the
shooting, the AP reported.

On Tuesday, a grand jury indicted
Grubb on four counts of murder,
four counts of felonious assault
and two counts of involuntary
manslaughter.

“While it is concerning that an
officer sworn to uphold the law
has been indicted for homicide
charges, no one is above the law,”
the office of prosecuting attorney
Mat Heck Jr said in a press release.
It also noted that a warrant had
been issued.

Young’s grandmother, Nadine
Young, said on Tuesday that the
officer never should have pulled
his gun when he confronted her.
Grubb “took a lot from us” she said,
according to the Associated Press.
“It’s not fair. We don’t have her or
the baby.”

Sean Walton, the family’s
attorney, praised the indictment

on Tuesday, and said that “in
no scenario does someone
shoplifting contribute to their
murder by a police officer”.

Walton added in a statement that
“the actions that led to the death
of Ta’Kiya - the unnecessary
aggression, the chilling
commands that amounted to
‘comply or die’ - were there for us
all to witness in dreadful clarity™.

“Ta’Kiya’s life and that of her
daughter were extinguished in
an act of brutality, becoming yet
another symbol of the urgent
need for reform in police conduct
and accountability,” he said.

In a video posted on Facebook,
John Belford, the Blendon
township police chief, responded
to Grubb’s indictment, saying it
was “merely the first step in the
legal process and Officer Grubb
is presumed innocent like anyone
charged with a crime”.

Belford said that his office was
“starting the disciplinary process
immediately” and that after
reviewing the facts, trustees
would “decide on the necessary
disciplinary actions”.

“I want to be very clear: we're
not passing any judgment on
whether Officer Grubb acted
properly. We haven'’t seen the
evidence,” he added. “However,
since people who've been
indicted may not legally possess
a firearm, the indictment against
him leaves us with no choice
but to immediately begin the
disciplinary process.”

Brian Steel, the executive
vice-president of the union
representing Blendon township
police, said in a statement that he
was “deeply disappointed” with
the news of the indictment.

“Like all law enforcement officers,
Officer Grubb had to make a split-
second decision,” he wrote.

After the body-cam footage was
released last year, Young’s family
called for Grubb to be charged.

Young, who has been described
by her family as family-oriented
and loving, also had two sons,
who are being cared for by her
family.

Grubb’s arraignment has been
scheduled for Wednesday at 1pm.

Utility will pay
$20 million to
avoid prosecution
in Ohio bribery

AKRON, Ohio - The energy
company at the center of a $680

million bribery scheme in Ohio
will pay $20 million and avoid
criminal charges as part of a deal
with state prosecutors to resolve
its role in the scandal.

Akron-based FirstEnergy Corp.
announced the deal Tuesday, a
day after it filed the agreement
with the U.S. Securities and
Exchange Commission. It calls for
the company to cooperate with
the ongoing investigations being
conducted by the state attorney
general and the Summit County
prosecutor’s office and also settles
FirstEnergy’s involvement in a
civil lawsuit filed by the attorney
general in 2020.

FirstEnergy will pay $19.5 million
to the attorney general’s office
within five business days and will
pay $500,000 for an independent
consultant to review and confirm
unspecified “changes and
remediation efforts” made by the
company.

Two fired FirstEnergy Corp.
executives were indicted in

April as part of the long-running
investigation into the scheme that
has already resulted in a lengthy
prison sentence for a former state
House speaker.

Former FirstEnergy CEO Chuck
Jones and former FirstEnergy
Services Corp. Senior Vice
President Michael Dowling were
charged in relation to their alleged
roles in the massive corruption
case. Both men have denied

any wrongdoing. Another man
charged alongside them, former
Public Utilities Commission of Ohio
Chairman Sam Randazzo, had
pleaded not guilty in both federal
and state courts before dying by
suicide at age 74 in April. Jones
and Dowling were fired in October
2020 for violating company
policies and code of conduct.

Former House Speaker Larry
Householder was sentenced in
June 2023 to 20 years in prison
for his role in orchestrating

the scheme, and lobbyist Matt
Borges, a former chair of the Ohio
Republican Party, was sentenced
to five years.

Federal prosecutors have said
those involved in the scheme
used the $60 million in secretly
funded FirstEnergy cash to get
Householder’s chosen Republican
candidates elected to the House
in 2018 and then to help him get
elected speaker in January 2019.
The money was then used to win
passage of the tainted energy bill,
House Bill 6, and to conduct what
authorities have said was a $38
million dirty-tricks campaign to
prevent a repeal referendum from
reaching the ballot.

FirstEnergy admitted to its
role in the bribery scheme as
part of a July 2021 deferred
prosecution agreement with
the U.S. Department of Justice.

. The company agreed to pay

$230 million in penalties and to
accomplish a long list of reforms

.. within three years in order to
avoid being criminally prosecuted

on a federal conspiracy charge.

Mayor of
Columbus, Ohio,
says ransomware
attackers stole
corrupted,
unusable data

The mayor of Ohio’s capital city
says data recently stolen by
hackers was unusable and that
no personal information about
city workers wa s made available
online COLUMBUS, Ohio -- Hackers
recently stole data from Ohio’s
largest city, but what they got
was not usable and no personal
information about city workers
was made available online, the
mayor said.

Columbus Mayor Andrew Ginther
confirmed the data breach and
noted Tuesday that the city never
received a ransom request. The
city learned Friday that most of the
data published to the dark web by
the ransomware group Rhysida
was corrupted or encrypted, he
said.

The group initially claimed to
have 6.5 terabytes of stolen data
- including log-in information,
emergency service files and

city camera access - that it
unsuccessfully put up for auction.
But Ginther said the city’s forensics
indicated the group had far

less data than that, and that its
screenshots posted to the dark
web were “the most compelling
asset” it had.

After the breach, city workers,
including police and fire, had

said their personal information
had been compromised. Ginther,
though, said that while employees’
personal information was not
uploaded to the dark web,
someone temporarily accessed it
during the attack.

The city’s payroll system was
accessed long enough to view files,
but there is no evidence files were
downloaded or posted to the dark
web, city officials said. There also
is no evidence that data belonging
to the general public was exposed.

The city is now focusing on
increasing digital security and
technology training to prevent
another breach, Ginther said.

“I think when this is all said and
done, we will have spent several
million dollars dealing with the
attack,” Ginther said.

Other major cities in Ohio have
also dealt with cyberattacks.
Cleveland’s city hall was closed to
the public for several days in June
following a ransomware attack
that forced the city to shut down
most of its systems, and Akron had
to shut down some city functions
after a digital attack in 2019.



04 | ISSUE34 |

PROFILE NEWS oHIO

AUGUST 2024

CAN SMOKING WEED GET ME FIRED?
WE ANSWER YOUR EMPLOYMENT
QUESTIONS ABOUT RECREATIONAL

MARIJUANA

COLUMBUS, Ohio - Recreational
marijuana sales in Ohio started
in August - and with this major
development comes a lot of
questions. [ break them down.I've
been doing a series of answering
viewer and reader questions and
concerns about weed. This story
focuses on employment.

Could I get fired for smoking
marijuana when I am off the
clock? Yes. Private companies can
make whatever policies they want,
regardless of whether a substance
is legal.

“Just because your state makes it
legal to use marijuana does not
mean that employers don’t have
the power to say ‘we don’t want
our employees using it or coming
to work after using it and we can
fire them,” Case Western Reserve
University employment law
professor Sharona Hoffman said.

Does this mean I still have to get
drug tested at work?

Yes. But this could lead to some
interesting situations.

CWRU law professor Jonathan
Entin explained that there is a
gray area in how well the drug
tests can determine when you use
marijuana.

“It’s not sufficiently sensitive to
capture,” Entin said.

Research compiled by Healthline
shows that cannabis can be
detected:

In blood for up to 12 hours unless
you are a “chronic heavy user,”
showing it has been detected for
30 days.

In saliva for up to 24 hours unless
you use it frequently, which could
lead to detection at 72 hours.

In urine for three to 30 days,
depending on usage.

In hair follicles for up to 90 days,
no matter usage.

If I am fired for testing positive, can
[ sue?

You can always sue. That doesn’t
mean you’ll win.

That being said, hair follicle drug
testing can be unfair for a myriad
of reasons, specifically for people
of color, Hoffman explained. Some
studies have shown that drugs
tend to stay longer and can bind to
hair with higher concentrations of
melanin, she said.

“There have been lawsuits where
African American workers

have said ‘this is discriminatory
because you’re much more likely
to catch me if I've used a drug than

29

somebody else,” Hoffman said.

Why is the law still so strict?
The federal government, Hoffman
explained.

“It’s still a controlled substance,”
she said.

Right now, marijuana is a Schedule
I drug, meaning it is classified as
having a high potential for abuse
and has no accepted medical
use. Other drugs in this grouping
are heroin, LSD and ecstasy.
However, President Joe Biden is

trying to reclassify the drug to
make it a less serious crime. The
Justice Department is moving

to make it Schedule III, meaning
low to moderate potential for
substance dependency, according
to the DEA. This would align
cannabis with anabolic steroids,
testosterone and ketamine.
Cleveland Heights Mayor Kahlil
Seren is asking for the government
to move faster.

“There are still hurdles that we
need to get over in order to make
[the marijuana] industry more
efficient, more effective to help

it thrive on the financial end,”
Seren told me on the first day

of marijuana sales. “There are
inefficiencies in this model that
are the direct result of misguided
federal regulation on cannabis.”
Lessening the penalties related to
the drug just makes sense, he said.
“[The feds] could make it so

much easier both for the business
owners and the clients and
customers if they would just get off
their a—— and do the right thing,”
the mayor continued. “The federal
government needs to work really
hard to catch up to us.”

It is also possible that employers
may decide to test for other
substances but pass on marijuana,
Hoffman said, noting a trend in
recent years to exclude cannabis
from drugs to fire for. "It’'s perfectly
within the employer’s authority to
set that policy,” she said.

[ am a state employee. Do [ still
have to be tested?

As of right now, you should
prepare to be. However, | checked
with dozens of staffers who all
report different policies within
their Ohio agency.

Staffers of various levels inside
both the Ohio House, Senate and
executive offices report never
being drug tested, nor having
random checks. However, other
state agencies, like Highway Patrol
and Administrative Services,

do have required drug tests,
according to current and former
employees.

“The agency might think that

if you’re dealing with youth

or you're dealing with law
enforcement, it’s more important to
do the drug testing because you're
supposed to be a role model or
youre enforcing these laws,”
Hoffman said.

Lawmakers, on the other hand, are
never drug tested before they can
obtain their position.

One user on X, formerly known

as Twitter, asked me about

this double standard. Weed-
enthusiast state Rep. Jamie
Callender (R-Concord) told me

he agreed with the user. He
protected marijuana policy from
being restricted by lawmakers
and used his leadership role on
the rule-making committee t to
advance progress on cannabis
sales. “Since they are state
employees, not federal employees,
and it is not illegal in Ohio to
consume marijuana, - I would be
opposed to that being a chemical
that’s monitored in employees,”
Callender said.

He is fine with the staffers being
tested in general - but only for
illegal drugs, he said.

“I'm uncomfortable in the public
sector testing for something that
is otherwise legal and available,”
he said. “Unless we're testing for
alcohol and tobacco, [ have a
problem testing for marijuana.”
Lawmakers also shouldn’t be
above the law, the Republican
added.

“The fact that there isn’t a
termination process for an elected
official - for good reason - does
create a bit of a differentiation, but
I'm not a fan of dual standards,” he
said.

It would be much easier to just
eliminate marijuana testing in
general, he said.

“People change from agency to
agency all the time and to change
the standards based on which
agency kind of seems arbitrary,”
he said. “It’'s important that we
recognize that in Ohio THC and
cannabis are not illegal.”

Would his fellow lawmakers
agree? Callender doesn’t know.
Okay, so I'll get fired for
recreational use. What if I apply
for a medical license? Can I smoke
weed freely, then?

Not exactly.

Becming a medical marijuana
patient would be covered under
the Americans With Disabilities
Act, Hoffman said.

“But then you get into questions of,
‘is allowing this employee in this
job to use marijuana a reasonable
accommodation,” she said.

An employee could file a

lawsuit with the federal Equal
Employment Opportunity
Commission if they are fired, but
there is a strong argument an
employer could use.

“There’s a defense called the
Direct Threat Defense, which is
about whether the employee is
creating a threat to the safety of
themselves or others,” she said.
“Those would be the arguments
of it’s not safe to have the person
operating this type of equipment
when they have marijuana in their
system.”

Hidden report
reveals how
workers got sick
while cleaning up
Ohio derailment
site

The creeks around East Palestine,
Ohio, were so badly contaminated
by last year’s disastrous Norfolk
Southern derailment that some
workers became sick during the
cleanup.

Workers who reported headaches
and nausea - while shooting
compressed air into the creek bed,
which releases chemicals from
the sediment and water - were
sent back to their hotels to rest,
according to a report obtained by
The Associated Press about their
illnesses.

The findings were not released
to the public last spring, despite
residents’ concerns about the

potential health effects of exposure
to the long list of chemicals that
spilled and burned after the
disaster. The workers’ symptoms,
as described in the report, are
consistent with what Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
workers going door-to-door in
town had reported shortly after
the Feb. 3, 2023, derailment.

The creeks around East Palestine,
Ohio, were so badly contaminated
by last year’s disastrous Norfolk
Southern derailment that some
workers became sick during the
cleanup.

Workers who reported headaches
and nausea - while shooting
compressed air into the creek bed,
which releases chemicals from
the sediment and water - were
sent back to their hotels to rest,
according to a report obtained by
The Associated Press about their
illnesses.

The findings were not released
to the public last spring, despite
residents’ concerns about the
potential health effects of exposure
to the long list of chemicals that
spilled and burned after the
disaster. The workers’ symptoms,
as described in the report, are
consistent with what Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
workers going door-to-door in
town had reported shortly after
the Feb. 3, 2023, derailment.
Since then some residents have
also reported unexplained rashes,
asthma and other respiratory
problems, and serious diseases
including male breast cancer.
Researchers are still determining
how many of those health
problems can be linked to the
derailment and how the disaster
will impact the long-term health
of residents in the area near the
Ohio-Pennsylvania border. Many
wonder whether there will be
cancer clusters down the road,
which of course won’t be clear for
years.

In the meantime, residents have
until Aug. 22 to decide whether
to accept up to $25,000 - as part
of a $600 million class action
settlement with the railroad to
compensate them for any future
health problems. Accepting that
money though means giving up
the right to sue later, when the
cost of health care coverage and
specific treatments needed will
become more clear.

Norfolk Southern spokesperson
Heather Garcia said none of the
workers who got sick during the
cleanup “reported lingering or
long-term symptoms.”

“The health and safety of our
employees, contractors, and the
community has been paramount
throughout the recovery in East
Palestine,” Garcia said.

The creek cleanup work
continued, but nearly three weeks
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later, another worker got sick.
This time, it was halted altogether.
While there’ve been other cleanup
projects since then, they’ve
stopped using high-pressure air
knife tools.

Independent toxicologist George
Thompson who has been
following the aftermath of the
Ohio wreck said the cleanup
contractors, overseen by the
Environmental Protection Agency,
should have known the work
they were doing would release
chemicals from the sediment into
the air and water. In fact, that

is what CTEH was monitoring
while the project was underway.
And with one of the main
streams, Sulphur Run, going
directly through town and in
culverts under homes and offices,
Thompson said those chemicals
could have infiltrated buildings.
“You're just spreading out

the chemicals for exposure,”
Thompson said. “And I just think
that it was not an informed
decision to use air knifing at all.”
Resident Jami Wallace said she
lost her voice for two weeks

after she got too close to one of
the air knifing machines, which
was placed near her driveway.
She said when the machine was
turned on, it felt like being hit by
an invisible wall emitting a sweet
chemical smell much like when
the train derailed.

The report from CTEH was
submitted to Unified Command,
the group overseeing disaster
response - which included
federal, state and local officials
along with Norfolk Southern -
but no one released it despite
significant public interest. CTEH’s
principal toxicologist Paul Nony
confirmed the report was given to
the command center, and officials
there were alerted about the
illnesses.

When CDC workers got sick - also
with headaches and nausea - it
generated headlines nationwide.
East Palestine resident Misti
Allison said not enough is being
done to monitor long-term health
effects on the community, and this
report substantiates their health
concerns. She said this report
should have never been kept from
the public.

“It’s absolutely egregious, and
that shouldn’t happen. I think
that any type of information like
that - just like when the CDC
workers came to the area and got
sick - that should be disclosed
instead of diminished,” Allison
said. “Especially when it comes
to human health, nothing should
be swept under the rug.” The
East Palestine derailment that
happened on the night of Feb. 3,
2023, was easily the worst rail
disaster since a crude oil train
leveled the small Canadian town
of Lac Megantic and killed 47
people in 2013. It prompted a
national reckoning with rail safety
and calls for reform - although
proposals for new industry rules
have stalled in Congress.
Thirty-eight cars derailed,
including 11 carrying hazardous
materials such as butyl acrylate
and vinyl chloride. After the
crash, a fire burned for days.
Fearing the five vinyl chloride
cars would explode, officials then
needlessly blew them open, and

intentionally burned the toxic
plastic ingredient.

That created a massive plume of
thick black smoke over the area.
The NTSB determined that the
decision-makers that day never
received the key opinion - that the
cars were not likely to explode -
from the chemical manufacturer.
The major freight railroads
responded by pledging to

add hundreds more trackside
detectors nationwide to help

spot mechanical problems. They
also reevaluated the way they
respond to alerts and even before
alerts, the way they track rising
temperatures from an overheating
weel bearing.

This summer’s completion of

the NTSB investigation into the
crash brought renewed hope that
Congress might pass a rail safety
bill, but little action has been taken
outside of a House hearing on the
subject last month.

CTEH said that its environmental
testing around the creeks
confirmed there were elevated
levels of an assortment of
chemicals in the air and sediment.
Still, the group didn’t find either

of the two chemicals of greatest
concern: vinyl chloride or butyl
acrylate. Sediment testing at

nine locations along the creeks
where cleanup workers reported
strong odors did show 37 different
chemical compounds that were
primarily either hydrocarbons or
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons.
Because of that, CTEH said

it was clear that some of the
contamination in the creeks came
from industries that operated in
the area years before the 2023
derailment. Still, those compounds
could have also been created from
chemicals burning after the train
crash.

Nony, the head CTEH toxicologist,
said that his company’s
responsibility during the air
knifing operation was primarily to
monitor air quality.

The EPA has said that it doesn’t
believe people are being exposed
to any toxic chemicals on an
ongoing basis because concerning
levels of chemicals haven’t been
found in their air and water tests
since the evacuation order was
lifted. In follow-up testing this year,
the agency did find small amounts
of vinyl chloride and other
chemicals at the crash site, but
citing only small amounts and the
fact that the contaminated soil was
removed, the agency said they
don’t represent a risk to human
health. The overall clean up effort
in East Palestine is expected to

be completed sometime later this
year.

THE RACE FOR
OHIO’S 2ND U.S.
CONGRESSIONAL

DISTRICT FEATURES

TWO POLITICAL

NEWCOMERS

Democrat Samantha Meadows is going
up against Republican David Taylor
and neither candidate has held office
before. A political newcomer will
represent Ohio’s 2nd U.S. Congressional
District starting in 2026.

Democrat Samantha Meadows is going
up against Republican David Taylor
and neither candidate has held office
before.

Republican Rep. Brad Wenstrup
currently represents the 2nd
Congressional District, but he
announced at the end of last year that
he would not seek reelection in 2024
after serving six terms.

The 2nd Congressional District covers
156 southern Ohio counties: Clermont,
Clinton, Pike, Adams, Brown, Highland,
Ross, Scioto, Pickaway, Hocking, Vinton,
Jackson, Lawrence, Gallia, and Meigs
counties, and part of Fayette County.
The 2nd Congressional District
historically leans Republican and
President Donald Trump won in all

of those counties during the 2020
election.

Meadows

This is Meadows’ second time running
for the 2nd congressional district.

She lost against Wenstrup in 2022 -
receiving only 256% of the vote - but
she thinks her odds of winning have
increased since Wenstrup is retiring.
“TI am beating down doors ... 'm doing
everything that I can to let people know
that I, personally, as a candidate, care
about them,” she said.

Meadows doesn’t feel intimidated
running as a Democrat in Republican-
dominated counties.

“Tknow that a lot of folks down here
are Republicans by anger rather

than policy,” she said. “I have faith in
our region that, no, this isn’t about
Republican or Democrat. This is
actually about a person that’s going to
help us.” She grew up in McDermott

in Scioto County, attended Shawnee
State University and Ohio Christian
University and went on to work as an
EMT. “Tve always felt compelled to

be of service to my community,” she
said. “.. I always felt compelled to help
others.”

Through her work as an EMT,
Meadows has seen firsthand the
devastation of the opioid epidemic and
she remembers the first Oxycontin
overdose patient she helped treat. They
administered Narcan and were able to
revive the patient.

“At that time, this was new to us,” she
said. That same patient overdosed
again a couple weeks later, but didn’t
make it this time.

“Addiction was one of the catalysts
that made me run for office,” she said.
“Everybody knows somebody that’s
either addicted or a family that’s going
through those things.”

Meadows said she never had any
aspirations to be in politics, but decided
she had to do something when she
saw drug overdoses increase during
COVID-19.

“Thad a moment where I literally
looked at the TV and said, somebody’s
got to do something about this. And so |
was like, I'll do it,” she said.

Taylor

Wenstrup retiring, how most of the
2nd District is Appalachian and “the
laundry list of national crises we have
going on both inside and outside our
borders” is what led to Taylor to run for
office.

“The needs of the Appalachian
community has been something

that’s been in the front of my mind my

whole life,” he said. “The opportunity
to see this overlooked, underserved
community that is the 2nd District of
Ohio get the attention it deserves is
what compelled me to get into politics.”
Taylor had to endure a competitive
primary against ten other Republicans
- including state Sens. Shane Wilkin
and Niraj Antani - to get on the
November ballot. Taylor came out on
top with 25% of the vote. “People don’t
want career politicians right now,”

he said. “They want somebody from
the outside. I think actually, for the
voters in the 2nd District, not being a
person with a political background
was actually a plus.” Even though

the second district leans Republican,
Taylor said he is treating the race as

if the district was split 50-50 and has
been traveling the district to meet
people. “We're running the tires off my
pickup truck and going to all corners of
the district,” he said. Taylor has lived a
majority of his life in Clermont County,
graduated from Miami University

and the University of Dayton School

of Law and worked for a prosecutor’s
office. “In criminal law, youre getting
to the nitty gritty on every word in the
law, because sometimes somebody’s
freedom is at stake,” Taylor said. “So
that will serve well in dealing with the
legislation that’s written and passed or
repealed.”

He now owns his own concrete
business Sardinia Ready Mix and said
his experience of operating within a
budget could help him in DC.

“Those are things that the government
could use a large dose of so more
people with that mindset, I think, would
lead to better outcomes in Washington,
D.C. and those returns come here to
Ohio, specifically the second district,”
he said.

On the issues

Taylor wants to defund and dismantle
the U.S. Department of Education.

“It’s another federal agency that
overreaches the federal government’s
mandate under the Tenth Amendment,”
he said. “We have so many federal
bureaucracies that are overstepping
the mandate of the Constitution.”
Meadows wants to better fund public
schools.

“We don’t have enough private schools
in our district to take on an influx of
public school kids,” Meadows said,
referring to the voucher program.
Meadows wants to protect reproductive
rights.

“The ability to have body autonomy
and make our own decisions, that

is absolutely terrifying that we don’t
have that type of freedom, or that
we're trying to be denied that kind of
freedom,” she said.

Taylor is anti-abortion, but doesn’t
support a total ban on abortion.

“The issue is going to be a state issue
from state to state, and that’s where it
needs to stay,” he said.

Both candidates support the Second
Amendment.

“But I also believe at the very least, we
need to have a moratorium on the sale
of assault rifles,” Meadows said. “I do
believe that they are not necessary in
the hands of an average American.
They belong on the battlefield.”

Taylor said he would fight against
infringements on the Second
Amendment.

“Every time you have one of these
incidents that causes (people) to call for
gun control, multiple laws have been
broken, so I'm not sure what law they
think can be written that’s going to stop
that,” Taylor said.
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TRUMP THROWS TRUTH SOCIAL UNDER
THE BUS IN PANICKED EMBRACE OF X AND

ELON MUSK

Donald Trump’s return to X follows
his standard transactional approach
to everything in life.

Investors holding stock in Trump
Media & Technology Group Corp.
can’t say they weren’t warned that
this would happen.

Donald Trump, the former one-term
president evicted from the White
House after losing the 2020 election,
used that company to launch his
social media website Truth Social in
2022 after another website formerly
known as Twitter banned him in
2021 for his failed effort to overturn a
free and fair election.

Elon Musk, the only person on the
planet more thirsty for attention than
Trump, overturned that ban after

he bought Twitter and reshaped it
into the disinformation carnival now
known as X.

Trump, who had not posted on the
website for nearly a year, returned
with a vengeance Monday in a flurry
of new posts and then a two-hour,
glitch-marred ramble fest with

Musk that broke no new ground and
left the audience with a collective
feeling of “what did we just listen
to?” If Truth Social’s stock price was
a metric for reviewing all that, then
Trump seemingly tanked his own
company with his return to X. Truth
Social’s stock, which has been a
comical rollercoaster, hit its lowest
point in four months during trading
Tuesday.

The folks who run Truth Social for
Trump always knew this day would
come.

Truth Social’s financial problems
have been there this whole time The
warning has been broadcasted over
and over in annual reports, quarterly
reports and prospectuses that Truth
Social files with the Securities and
Exchange Commission (SEC), which
regulates the stock market.

It was repeated last month in a

Truth Social prospectus, which the
SEC requires for companies to offer
information to potential investors.
The document noted that Trump’s
license agreement with Truth Social
gives him “sole discretion” to post
any “politically-related” information
on any social media site, and that
the company “lacks any meaningful
remedy” if it disagrees with his
decision, even though that could
have “a material adverse effect on
the business.”

Let’s translate that from Wall Street
to Main Street: Trump can embrace
a website with a much larger
audience, like X, effectively rolling
Truth Social under the campaign bus
and if investors don’t like that, well,
tough luck. Trump will, however, feel
their pain. He owns nearly 115 million
shares of Truth Social, making him
the company’s largest shareholder
with a nearly 60% stake. When

the stock takes a bath, Trump gets
soaked in losses.

That’s what makes Trump’s embrace
of X and Musk so much more

interesting than the content of their
mumbling marathon conversation on
Monday.

Trump’s panic over the election
continues. Trump, who launched his
bid for a second term in November
2022, waited nearly 21 months before
he held a traditional campaign news
conference last week. Now Trump and
his campaign attack Harris several
times a day for not doing the same,
with no regard to how long he took to
take questions.

RFK Jr. is still a thing:Robert F.
Kennedy Jr’s campaign is imploding,
He can still be an electoral problem for
Trump.

Trump’s panic is fueled by the series
of political bumps that have helped
Harris surge in polling, from her
campaign launch to naming Minnesota
Gov. Tim Walz as her running mate to a
series of rallies in packed arenas.

She will surely see another bump

from next week’s Democratic National
Convention in Chicago.

Harris, if she is up to it, could squeeze
in yet another bump by calling a news
conference before the convention
starts and answering questions for an
hour or so. Trump’s attempt at that last
Thursday was a predictable torrent

of lies and grievances. His X-mess

with Musk was more of the same.
Harris - again, if she is up to it - could
seize the stature of being presidential
just by responding to questions with
reasonable answers.

Remember when Trump and Musk
weren’t friends?

Trump’s return to X follows his
standard transactional approach to
everything in life. Musk in 2022 posted
on X that Trump was “too old” for a
second term while praising Florida
Gov. Ron DeSantis, whose bid in the
Republican primaries for president
capsized and sank in January. Trump’s
standard stump speech for more than
a year has included mocking criticism
of electric vehicles, like the kind Musk
manufactures with his company, Tesla.
Then Musk created a super PAC to
support the Trump campaign (while
denying reports that he would sink $45
million per month of his own money
into the effort). That was enough to
prompt Trump to change up his stump
speech last week, now offering faint
praise for electric vehicles, based
entirely on Musk’s support.

As for Truth Social, the website didn’t
come up in Musk’s chat with Trump.
Maybe the ex-president didn’t want
to dwell on his losses, because Truth
Social in a report filed Friday with the
SEC said it lost more than $16 million
in the second quarter of this year and
brought in just $837,000 in revenue.
Trump on Tuesday was back on Truth
Social, claiming his chat with Musk
was a big success while predictably
complaining about how it was covered
in news reports. He didn’t have any
assurances to offer his investors. His
thoughts were only of X and how that
platform might boost his campaign.
Investors can’t claim to be surprised.
They were well warned about Trump.

LATEST HARRIS-
TRUMP POLL
HIGHLIGHTS
DANGER FOR
FORMER PRESIDENT
IN FLORIDA

The red wave that washed over Florida
in recent years might not be as large
as it once seemed, if a new presidential
survey is any indication.

Vice President Kamala Harris is within
“striking distance” of former President
Donald Trump in Florida, according to
the pollster behind a new USA TODAY/
Suffolk University/ WSVN-TV survey of
500 likely voters released Tuesday.
Trump leads Harris by 5 percentage
points in the survey, but that’s closer
than other recent polls and much

less than Gov. Ron DeSantis’ 19-point
blowout in 2022. It’s also within the
poll’s +/- 4.4% margin of error and
another sign of the enthusiasm Harris
has generated nationwide within the
Democratic Party since she entered
the race. Trump received the support
of 47% of those in the USA TODAY/
Suffolk/WSVN-TV Florida survey,
compared with 42% for Harris and

5% for independent candidate Robert
F. Kennedy Jr., with 5% undecided

or refusing to disclose their choice.
The poll was conducted by phone
from Aug. 7 to Aug. 11. Once viewed

as the nation’s largest swing state

and fiercely contested during
presidential elections, Florida’s
battleground status increasingly has
been in doubt after Trump bested
President Joe Biden by 3.3 percentage
points in 2020, DeSantis dominated
two years later and Democrats fell
dramatically behind Republicans in
voter registration. Florida now has 1
million more registered Republicans
than Democrats, a tough hurdle for any
Democratic candidate to overcome.
“Given those circumstances I was
surprised that Harris is within striking
distance being only 5 points down,”
said David Paleologos, director of the
Suffolk University Political Research
Center.

Flashing yellow

While not exactly a flashing red
warning light for Trump, the survey is
a caution sign for anyone who thinks
the race is sure to be a blowout in
Florida, Paleologos said.

“What was an easy drive through the
Sunshine State is drive with caution,”
he said, adding that Harris is “still the
underdog, but she’s a little bit closer
than people might expect.”In a bad
sign for the GOP nominee, Harris’
Florida voters are matching the former
Republican president’s supporters in
enthusiasm, with 89% of each group
saying they are very or somewhat
excited to vote for their candidate.

A USA TODAY/Suffolk national

poll from June found that just 60%

of Biden’s supporters nationwide
were excited to vote for him. Biden
dropped out of the race last month and
Harris took his place at the top of the
Democratic ticket.

Harris also is viewed somewhat more
favorably than Biden in Florida. Forty-
four percent of voters say they have

a favorable opinion of her compared
with the president’s 39%, though that is
also within the poll’s margin of error.
Harris has energized the Democratic
base since taking over for Biden,
raising large sums of money and
drawing big crowds at rallies across
the country last week Trump,

meanwhile, has struggled to define

his new opponent and is lashing out
with personal attacks that some in

his party view as counterproductive.
He received significant backlash for
comments questioning the racial
identity of the first Black and Indian
American vice president. Florida has a
significant population of Black voters.
Trump has a higher favorability rating
than both Harris and Biden in Florida,
though, at 50%, and his job approval
rating during his time as president also
is higher than Harris’ as vice president.
Trump is losing independent voters in
Florida by 7 points in the USA TODAY/
Suffolk survey. He lost independents by
11 points to Biden in Florida in 2020,
according to exit polls, but easily won
the state anyway.

Voices of voters

Independent voter Janie Brookbank,
72, is eager to cast her ballot for
Harris. Brookbank is a retired small
business owner who was born in
Michigan, spent much of her adult life
in California and moved to Florida

a decade ago, settling in Dunedin.

She is active in voter registration

with the League of Women Voters.
Brookbank said she was once a
registered Republican and admires
Republicans such as Sen. Mitt Romney
but no longer identifies with the party.
She strongly opposes Trump and
supported his Democratic opponents
in 2016 and 2020.

“He’s mean. He’s cruel. He treats
women badly. He lies. He cheats.
There is not one cell of that man

that I can respect, nothing. He’s
abysmal,” Brookbank said. Though
not enthusiastic to vote for Biden,
Brookbank was prepared to support
him to keep Trump away from the
White House. She is much more
excited about Harris. Never a big fan
of the vice president, Brookbank has
been impressed with her performance
since Biden dropped out.

“She’s a force, she has energy, she

can put a little fear into opponents,”
Brookbank said.Ocala resident
Barbara Oppenheimer, 79, also had
harsh words for Trump, saying he is
coming across “like a dictator.”

She was particularly upset after a
mob of Trump supporters stormed the
U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, to try to
overturn the 2020 election results.

“I thought that wasn’t right,” said
Oppenheimer, a Republican. “He
encouraged these people to do it,

and that shouldn’t have happened.”
Abortion rights also are important to
Oppenheimer, and she doesn’t believe
Trump will protect them. Florida has
an amendment on the ballot this year
that would put abortion protections in
the state Constitution.

Oppenheimer voted for Trump in
2020, saying “I wanted to give him a
chance.” She plans to vote for Kennedy
this time. Harris is “OK,” she said, and
would make a good president, but
she likes the Kennedy family. (Most

of Kennedy’s relatives have come out
against his candidacy.) Though there
still is plenty of anti-Trump sentiment
in Florida, the former president also
has a strong group of supporters.
Retired Clearwater physician David
Pittenger, 86, is one of them.

Pittenger cited illegal immigration
and inflation as among his biggest
concerns and says he likes Trump’s
approach to those issues. Harris
“hasn’t done anything,” said Pittenger,
who moved to Florida in 2010 from
Missouri.“She says she’s for the small
people, but she hasn’t done anything to
show she is for the average man.”



AUGUST 2024

PROFILE NEWS oHIO

ISSUE34 | o7

IN TIM WALZ,
HARRIS TRIES
TO CHECK ALL
THE BOXES IN A
RUNNING MATE:
ANALYSIS

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, Democrats’
new presumptive vice-presidential
nominee, is many things.

He’s an unapologetic progressive.
During his more than five years in
Saint Paul, he’s expanded abortion
access, legalized recreational
marijuana, provided free meals to
schoolchildren and allowed some low-
income residents to go to college for
free.

He’s also, at least according to several
Democrats who spoke with ABC
News, like an uncle. He’s a gunowner
and Army National Guard veteran
who comes off as Midwest nice -- an
appeal that helped him win six terms
in a rural, Republican-leaning House
district in Minnesota. In picking Walz
as her running mate, Vice President
Kamala Harris opted to forgo rising
stars in swing states -- such as
Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro or
Arizona Sen. Mark Kelly -- and instead
run alongside a balding, 60-year-old
executive from a blue-leaning state
who had a resume that could appeal to
various parts of her coalition, all while
focusing on the country’s marquee
electoral region and balancing out her
roots in liberal California.

“In Gov. Walz, the Democrats get the
full far-left agenda from somebody
who often looks like he just climbed
down from his deer stand. And that’s
not the package, the wrapping that
people expect when they think about,
sort of, socialism. It’s clever,” said
former Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty,
a Republican. "Harris was probably
going to win Minnesota anyhow,” he
added. “So, I think what she was trying
to get, by way of a political balancing
from Walz, was not so much different
policies, but somebody who brought
some geographic and style difference
so that you get Bernie Sanders in
hunting gear.”

Harris will introduce Walz as her
running mate at what’s anticipated

to be a raucous rally in Philadelphia
Tuesday evening, setting off on a
90-day sprint to Election Day. And
Democrats are touting the breadth

of his appeal. Walz received plaudits
from progressive Rep. Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez and avowed centrist
Sen. Joe Manchin and he’s expected to
be used in various ways.

Already, Walz has been a pioneer in
Democrats’ electoral messaging this
year, doubling down on the claim that
Republicans, under former President
Donald Trump and his running mate,
Sen. JD Vance, are “weird.” And he’s
so far deftly defended his progressive
record against GOP attacks.

“What a monster. Kids are eating and
having full bellies, so they can go
learn, and women are making their
own healthcare decisions,” Walz said
sarcastically on CNN last month when
asked if his record would be a magnet
for Republican criticism. “If that’s
where they want to label me, I'm more

than happy to take the [liberal] label.”
One source close to the veepstakes
process told ABC News that Harris
likes Walz’s executive experience and
a “strong record of accomplishment for
middle-class families that models what
we want to do nationally.” Specifically,
the campaign plans to highlight his
fight for expanded child tax credits,
junk-fee ban, paid-leave policies,

gun safety legislation and codifying
abortion protections. But the campaign
also recognizes the importance of the
upper Midwest this election and the
appeal of Walz’s military background
-- all of which will be on display this
year.

“I think he continues to expand the
map and expand the tent, and that’s
what you want,” said Democratic
strategist Antjuan Seawright. “There’s
not a place in the country that I think
he can’t go on behalf of the ticket to
speak to what Americans are hungry
and thirsty for, but also the solutions
to the things that they’re hungry and
thirsty for.”

Still, Democrats predicted that

Walz will be deployed chiefly as a
magnet for votes in the Midwest, and
particularly for white voters, while
Harris continues to make inroads with
young and racially diverse voters,
particularly in Sun Belt and Southern
swing states like Arizona, Nevada,
Georgia and North Carolina.

One source familiar with the Harris
campaign’s strategy said they
anticipated Democrats to emphasize
Walz’s “military service, that he’s a
hunter and former football coach, and
his record representing a conservative,
rural district.” “In short, more Mankato,
less Minneapolis,” the person said,
citing a smaller town in Minnesota
where Walz once taught high school
students. The campaign forecasted
Tuesday that it indeed seems to be the
early play.

In its first ad featuring Walz, the
governor touts his upbringing in a
small town in Nebraska, noting, “my
high school class was 24 people. I was
related to half of them.”

“He looks like everybody’s uncle,

he sounds like everybody’s father

and he talks about a commonsense
approach to governing that resonates
with everyone,” said Jesse Ferguson, a
Democratic strategist who worked on
Hillary Clinton’s 2016 campaign.

But perhaps most of all, Walz, at least
early on, appears to have abided by
the top rule for presidential running
mates: do no harm. In the end, the
veepstakes are believed to have come
down to Walz and Shapiro. But Shapiro
was hit with a wave of criticism

from progressives, including over

his approach to the war in Gaza and
school vouchers and the handling of

a sexual misconduct claim against a
staffer in his gubernatorial office. Walz
avoided such a bruhaha.

“A former football coach, veteran and
Midwestern dad with progressive
bona fides. He is the perfect ‘do no
harm’ candidate,” said Democratic
strategist Chuck Rocha. That’s not to
say Walz is without risk.

He, like some running mates before
him, is a national unknown, leaving
him open to being defined. And in

an election cycle when Republicans
are already trying to frame Harris as
a “California liberal,” his governing
record could prove fertile ground

for Republicans to pounce. Already,
Trump and Vance are seizing on
protests that roiled Minneapolis in
2020 after the killing of George Floyd,
some of which saw looting, arson and
other violence, and a 1995 drunken

driving arrest of Walz is again making
the rounds on social media.

“By picking Tim Walz as her running
mate, Kamala Harris not only bent the
knee to the radical left, she doubled
down on her dangerously liberal,
weak, and failed agenda. Walz would
be a rubberstamp for Kamala to wage
war on American energy, continue
aiding and abetting an invasion on our
border, and embolden our adversaries
as the world is brought to the brink of
World War IIL,” said Brian Hughes, a
senior advisor to Trump’s campaign.
Democrats rebuffed that argument,
saying that Republicans would launch
the same attack against any running
mate and that being nationally
unknown is not the same as being
unvetted, pointing to his congressional
victories in territory typically hostile to
Democrats.

But the race to define Walz is on, and
it’s unclear who’ll come out on top.
“We’ll see,” Pawlenty said when asked
whether Trump’s attacks or Walz’s
vibe would come out on top. “That’s
what the campaign is going to be
about.”

“He’s capable as a campaigner, he’s
capable as a speaker, he’s energetic, he
can be both friendly and folksy in the
Midwestern style, but he also is willing
and able to throw punches when
needed, which is part of this job as the
No. 2 in the campaign,” he added. “But
there is a bunch of stuff there that I'm
sure the Trump campaign is going to
grab on to and try to use against Gov.
Walz.”

HOW THE U.S.

DID IN THE

PARIS OLYMPICS
COMPARED WITH
PREVIOUS SUMMER
GAMES

The U.S., which became the first
country to top 3,000 Olympic medals
during the 2024 Summer Games,
earned more medals in Paris than it
did in Tokyo. Athletes from the U.S.
took home 126 total medals this year,
topping China (91), Britain (65) and
France (64). China had been ahead in
the race for gold throughout much of
the games, but China and the U.S. both
earned 40 apiece by the end of the
games. In addition to 40 gold medals,
the U.S. won 42 silver and 44 bronze
medals. While the U.S. won the most
medals, it isn’t home to this year’s
winningest athlete. China’s Zhang Yufei
won six medals: five bronze and one
silver. France’s Leon Marchand took
home five wins: four gold and a bronze.
U.S. wins big throughout history

It’s the most ever wins by the
Americans in a non-boycotted Olympic
Games outside the U.S., topping the
previous high of 121 from Rio in 2016,
according to the United States Olympic
& Paralympic Committee, or USOPC.
The U.S. has twice surpassed their
Paris winnings, both times at home.
Team USA won 174 medals in Los
Angeles in 1984 and won a whopping
239 medals in St. Louis in 1904.

The U.S. took home 39 gold, 41 silver
and 33 bronze medals for a total of

113 during the Tokyo Games. Team
USA took home 121 Olympic medals in
Rio in 2016. According to USOPC, the
U.S. has topped the medal chart since
1996. The U.S. took home 101 medals
that year.

Breaking down the wins in Paris

Team USA’s 126 medals this year were

won by 257 medalists, according to
the USOPC. Across the Games, around
10,5600 athletes competed in 48 sports
disciplines. The U.S. competed in all
but one discipline, which is the most
other than host nation France. USOPC
did not specify which discipline the
U.S. did not compete in, but the U.S.
was not listed on the Olympic schedule
for handball. Team USA medaled in 34
of the disciplines it competed in.
Thirteen athletes won multiple golds
and 44 athletes won multiple medals.
Swimmers Torri Huske and Regan
Smith, with five medals apiece, won
the most. According to USOPC, 65%

of American winners were first-time
medalists. Women earned 67 of the
U.S’s medals this year. Many of the
wins came in swmming and track and
field events.

Current medal count of the Paris
Summer Olympic Games

The CBS News data team is tracking
the number of medals won by each
country or delegation participating in
the 2024 Summer Olympics in Paris.
The table below is arranged based

on the total number of gold medals
earned.

"%”AWI—:EM)ALCOUNT O[O |@ oA
P@T= " usa 404442 126
(2) Bl CHINA 40|27 24| 91
(3) == GREATBRITAIN |14 |22 |29 | 65
(WOB B FRANCE |16 126(22]| 64
) @l AustrALIA [18 119 |16 | 53

JORDAN CHILES
ORDERED TO
RETURN OLYMPIC
BRONZE MEDAL, U.S.
SAYS ARBITRATION
COURT WON'T
RECONSIDER
DECISION

American gymnast Jordan Chiles has
been stripped of her bronze medal

on floor exercise and must return the
hardware after the Court of Arbitration
for Sport (CAS) voided the inquiry
that led her to jump from fifth place

to third. On Saturday, CAS ruled that
the appeal by U.S. coach Cecile Landi
to have .1 added to Chiles’ score that
vaulted the 23-year-old into third
place came outside the 1-minute
window allowed by the International
Gymnastics Federation (FIG). In its
decision, CAS wrote that the initial
finishing order should be restored,
meaning that Romania’s Ana Barbosu
would replace Chiles as the bronze
medalist. Her teammate Sabrina
Maneca-Voinea would be fourth

and Chiles fifth.Late Saturday night,
FIG said it would respect the court’s
decision and elevate Barosu to third.
U.S. Olympic officials said over the
weekend they would appeal the court
ruling, but on Monday they said CAS
informed them it would not reconsider
the decision.“USA Gymnastics was
notified by the Court of Arbitration

for Sport (CAS) on Monday that their
rules do not allow for an arbitral
award to be reconsidered even when
conclusive new evidence is presented,”
USA Gymnastics said in a statement.
“We are deeply disappointed by the
notification and will continue to pursue
every possible avenue and appeal
process, including to the Swiss Federal
Tribunal, to ensure the just scoring,
placement, and medal award for
Jordan.” On Sunday, the International
Olympic Committee ordered Chiles to
return the bronze medal, saying it was
reallocating it to Barbosu.
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US INFLATION
SLOWS IN JULY,
CLEARING WAY FOR
A CUT IN INTEREST

Year-over-year inflation has reached
its lowest level in more than three
years in July, the latest sign that the
worst price spike in four decades is
fading and setting up the United States
Federal Reserve for an interest rate cut
in September.

Wednesday’s report from the US
Department of Labor showed that
consumer prices rose just 0.2 percent
from June to July after dropping
slightly the previous month for the first
time in four years. Measured from a
year earlier, prices rose 2.9 percent,
down from 3 percent in June. It was
the mildest year-over-year inflation
figure since March 2021. The ongoing
inflation slowdown could affect the

US presidential campaign, given

that candidate and former President
Donald Trump has highlighted
rampant inflation as a key failing of
the administration of the incumbent,
President Joe Biden.

However, consumers tend to look at
prices of everyday items like groceries
and petrol as well as the health of the
stock market, and their view on the
state of the economy is based on that
as opposed to overall data, said Ryan
Sweet, chief US economist at Oxford
Economics, adding that lower inflation
was not an automatic win for the
Democratic Party.

The government said nearly all of
July’s inflation reflected higher rental
prices and other housing costs, a
trend that, according to real-time data,
is easing. As a result, housing costs
should rise more slowly in the coming
months, contributing to lower inflation.
In July, grocery prices rose just 0.1
percent and are a scant 1.1 percent
higher than they were a year earlier,

a much slower pace of growth than in
previous years. Yet many Americans
are still struggling with food prices,
which remain 21 percent above where
they were three years ago, though
average wages have also sharply
increased since then.

Petrol prices were unchanged from
June to July and have actually fallen
2.2 percent in the past year. Clothing
prices also dropped last month; they’re
nearly unchanged from 12 months
earlier. New and used car prices fell
in July, too. Used car prices, which had
skyrocketed during the pandemic,
have tumbled nearly 11 percent in the
past year.

Some food prices, including for meat,
fish and eggs, are still increasing faster
than before the COVID-19 pandemic.
Dairy and fruit and vegetable prices,
though, fell in July. Wednesday’s report
showed that inflation is steadily falling
closer to the US Fed’s two percent
target — though not too quickly, which
might suggest that the economy is
weakening, said Tara Sinclair, an
economist at George Washington
University and a former Treasury
Department official.

“It’s a comforting report, both because
it is going in the right direction and

because it is not doing anything too
dramatic,” Sinclair said. “It is exactly
what we wanted to see.” Sweet said
that while the July data keeps the Fed
on track for a cut in interest rates in
September, “don’t hold your breath for
a supersized cut” adding, “the call for a
50 bps cut is an overreaction™.

The US central bank has held rates

at a 23-year high of 5.25-5.5 percent

for more than a year, and Sweet was
referring to statements from some
corners of Wall Street for a cut of

at least 50 basis points after data
earlier this month showed that the
unemployment rate had shot up to

4.3 percent, flaming fears of the US
economy heading towards a recession.
Basis points are a standard measure
for interest rates, and one basis point is
one-hundredth of one percentage.
Economists have put that jump mainly
to an influx of job seekers, especially
new immigrants, who haven’t
immediately found work and so have
been classified as unemployed.

Austan Goolsbee, president of the Fed’s
Chicago branch, said Wednesday in an
interview with The Associated Press
that the July data shows that inflation is
clearly on track to return to the central
bank’s 2 percent target. He also noted
that there are signs that the job market
is weakening even while the Fed’s

key rate remains at its highest level in
decades. Goolsbee’s remarks suggested
that he would support a series of rate
cuts in the coming months. “If you take
the last seven months of last year and
now the past several months, they show
very strong progress on inflation,” he
said. “And the employment side is at
least cooling. So I think it is worth our
thinking about that quite seriously.”

Prices cooling

For nearly a year, cooling inflation

has provided gradual relief to US
consumers, who were stung by the
price surges that erupted three years
ago, particularly for food, petrol rent
and other necessities. Inflation peaked
two years ago at 9.1 percent, the highest
level in four decades.

In July, excluding volatile food and
energy costs, so-called core prices
climbed a mild 0.2 percent from

June, after a 0.1 percent increase the
previous month. And compared with a
year earlier, core inflation slowed from
3.3 percent to 3.2 percent — the lowest
level since April 2021. Core prices are
closely watched by economists because
they typically provide a better read of
where inflation is headed. When the
central bank lowers its benchmark
rate, over time it tends to reduce the
cost of borrowing for consumers

and businesses. Mortgage rates have
already declined in anticipation of the
Fed’s first rate reduction.

At a news conference last month,

Fed Chair Jerome Powell said that
cooler inflation data this spring had
strengthened the Fed’s confidence that
price increases are falling back to a 2
percent annual pace. Another inflation
report will be issued next month before
the Fed’s September 17-18 meeting,
with economists expecting that report
to also show that price increases
remained mostly tame.

Inflation has eased substantially in

the past two years as global supply
chains have been repaired, a spate of
apartment construction in many large
cities has cooled rental costs and higher
interest rates have slowed auto sales,
forcing dealers to offer better deals to
potential car buyers.

Consumers, particularly lower-income
ones, are also becoming more price-
sensitive, forgoing high-priced items or

"
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STORE CLOSING

Ajumpin the unemployment rate has sparked fears of a US re

cession [File: Nam Y Huh/AP Photo]

shifting to cheaper alternatives. This
has forced many companies to rein in
price hikes or even offer lower prices.

Prices are still rising sharply for some
services, including auto insurance
and healthcare. Auto insurance costs
have shot up as the value of new and
used vehicles has soared compared
with three years ago. They jumped 1.2
percent just from June to July, defying
expectations for a smaller gain.

NEW ROUND OF
GAZA CEASEFIRE
TALKS TO TAKE
PLACE IN DOHA ON
THURSDAY

k. =

While there is no clarity on Hamas
joining, the US State Department says
Qatar has assured Washington the
Palestinian group will be represented.
A new round of Gaza ceasefire
negotiations are set to take place in
Doha, involving officials from Israel,
Qatar, the United States and Egypt,
officials said.

It is not yet clear if the Palestinian
group Hamas will join the high-stakes
talks in the Qatari capital on Thursday.
However, the US Department of State
says Qatar has assured Washington
that Hamas will be represented.
Hamas has voiced scepticism about
the chances of the talks delivering real
results, blaming Israel for stalling the
talks, as nearly 40,000 Palestinians
have been killed by Israeli forces in 10
months of war.

“Going to new negotiations allows the
occupation to impose new conditions
and employ the maze of negotiation
to conduct more massacres,” senior
Hamas official Sami Abu Zuhri told the
the Reuters news agency.

Reporting from Amman, Jordan, Al
Jazeera’s Hamdah Salhut said the
group wants mediators to go back to
the original framework for a deal that
was presented by US President Joe
Biden in May.

“They say, until they have that
guarantee, they will not be making a
decision about sending a delegation
to the talks,” she said. Meanwhile,
Israel’s prime minister has confirmed
an Israeli team will attend Thursday’s
talks in Doha, a statement said on
Wednesday.“Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has approved the
departure of the Israeli delegation to

Doha tomorrow, as well as the mandate

for conducting the negotiations,” a
statement from his office said.

Mossad chief David Barnea, Shin Bet
head Ronen Bar, Nitzan Alon and
Ophir Falk will make up the Israeli
delegation, Omer Dostri, spokesperson
for Netanyahu, told the AFP news

agency.

Alon coordinates issues related to

the captives, and Falk is a political
adviser to Netanyahu. The renewed
talks follow appeals by the mediating
nations, who have warned of a
regional conflagration if the 10-month
assault on Gaza continues.

Senior Iranian officials have said only a
ceasefire deal in Gaza would hold Iran
back from direct retaliation against
Israel for the assassination of Hamas
leader Ismail Haniyeh on its soil last
month.

White House press secretary

Karine Jean-Pierre told reporters

on Wednesday that CIA director Bill
Burns and US Middle East envoy Brett
McGurk will represent the US at the
ceasefire talks.

Jean-Pierre said the US expects the
talks to go ahead as planned even if
Hamas does not attend. Reporting from
the White House, Al Jazeera’s Kimberly
Halkett said the US has maintained
that some progress will be made at the
talks, even as Biden has said reaching
a breakthrough is “getting harder”.
“Even though it doesn’t bode well,

the United States saying there will be
forward movement and that they are
planning for that,” she said.

“So that’s been the messaging, the
primary focus being trying to get
some sort of ceasefire, hoping that that
will prevent wider escalation in the
region,” she said.

Latest figures | Oclober7-August 14, 12:45 GMT
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WILL THE UK'S
NEW LABOUR
GOVERNMENT HALT
ARMS SALES TO
ISRAEL?

As the United States clears the way for
the sale of $20bn of weapons to Israel,
pressure on the United Kingdom to
cease such arms sales has stepped up
amid reports that some sales could be
restricted in the coming months.
Between October 7, when Israel’s war
on Gaza began, and the end of May,
the UK granted more than 100 export
licences for the sale of weapons and
military equipment to Israel, official
figures show.

The value of these deals has not

been revealed. As the United States
clears the way for the sale of $20bn
of weapons to Israel, pressure on the
United Kingdom to cease such arms
sales has stepped up amid reports that
some sales could be restricted in the
coming months.

Between October 7, when Israel’s war
on Gaza began, and the end of May,
the UK granted more than 100 export
licences for the sale of weapons and
military equipment to Israel, official
figures show. The value of these deals
has not been revealed.

UK export licences approved for military goods to Israel since 2008

he United Kingdom has
export data by CAAT 3 Uk-bas

Pro-Palestine activists have called

on the government to cease the sales
of arms to Israel as its war on Gaza
has killed nearly 40,000 people

with thousands more missing and
presumed dead under the rubble of
buildings. More than 92,000 people
have been injured.

Despite this, the previous Conservative
government, which lost power to
Labour in a landslide election in July,
decided in May that there was no
reason to suspend arms exports.

It cited the UK’s arms export rules,
which state that export licences should
not be granted if there is a “clear risk”
that they would “facilitate a serious
violation of International Humanitarian
Law (IHL)”, and said there was no
evidence of this.

However, since the Labour Party

came to power, its stance on the

Gaza war has differed from that of its
predecessor. What does the UK supply
to Israel?

The government does not provide
military aid to Israel but instead issues
licences for British companies to sell
weapons.

Former Defence Secretary Grant
Shapps said in December last year

— two months into the war on Gaza

— that the UK’s exports of military
goods to Israel were “relatively small”,
amounting to 42 million pounds
($53.2m) in 2022 and 18 million
pounds ($22.8m) in 2023.

By comparison, annually, the US gives
Israel $3bn in military aid as part of

a 10-year agreement. In November,
the US passed an additional $14.5bn
military aid package for Israel after the
war on Gaza broke out on October 7.

The Stockholm International Peace

Research Institute estimates that

US exports amount to 69 percent of
Israel’s total arms imports.

In Europe, Germany, which is Israel’s
second-biggest provider of military
aid after the US, exported weapons
worth 326.5 million euros ($354m) to
Israel in 2023, 10 times more than the
year before.

In recent weeks, Israeli and British
news outlets have reported that the
UK may be about to announce a
partial suspension of arms exports to
Israel.

Here’s what we know so far: What
does the UK supply to Israel?

The government does not provide
military aid to Israel but instead
issues licences for British companies
to sell weapons.

Former Defence Secretary Grant
Shapps said in December last year

— two months into the war on Gaza

— that the UK’s exports of military
goods to Israel were “relatively small”,
amounting to 42 million pounds
($53.2m) in 2022 and 18 million
pounds ($22.8m) in 2023.

By comparison, annually, the US gives
Israel $3bn in military aid as part of

a 10-year agreement. In November,
the US passed an additional $14.5bn
military aid package for Israel after
the war on Gaza broke out on October
7.

The Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute estimates that

US exports amount to 69 percent of
Israel’s total arms imports.

In Europe, Germany, which is Israel’s
second-biggest provider of military
aid after the US, exported weapons
worth 326.5 million euros ($354m) to
Israel in 2023, 10 times more than the
year before.
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What types of weapons does the UK
sell to Israel?

The UK’s exports include explosive
devices, assault rifles and components
for F-35 fighter jets. The Campaign
Against Arms Trade (CAAT)’s research
has found that the UK produces “at
least 15 percent of the value” of every
US-made F-35 combat aircraft.

“This includes crucial elements like the
rear fuselage, targeting lasers, bomb
release mechanisms, and critical
electronic systems,” the UK-based
campaign group said on X in late July.
For the 39 F-35s delivered to Israel
since 2016, there is “at least £364m
worth of UK components, not counting
spare parts. The planes still on order,
plus ongoing support, will likely be
worth as much again”, the group
added.
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The F-35 is the clearest way in which UK arms exports are
directly involved in the genocide in Gaza. They could not
fly without continuing support from the UK, as well as the
US. Ending the supply of UK parts for Israeli F-35s, both
new planes and spares, is essential.
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What has the UK’s new government
said about arms exports?

Ahead of the general election on July
4, the then-shadow foreign secretary

—now the foreign secretary — David
Lammy called on the Conservative
government to publish the legal advice
it had received about granting export
licences to Israel.

At the time, the government pushed
back and said that the legal advice

to ministers was confidential. In a
leaked recording to British newspaper
The Observer, Alicia Kearns, a
Conservative and the then-chair

of the House of Commons select
comimittee on foreign affairs, said at a
party fundraiser at the end of March
that government lawyers had found
that Israel had breached IHL, but the
government had not announced the
findings.

Following the attack on a World
Central Kitchen (WCK) convoy in
Gaza, killing seven aid workers,
including three Britons, in April,
Kearns told BBC Radio 4 that the UK
“has no choice but to suspend arms
sales” to Israel.

“Legal advice is advisory so the
government can choose to reject it,
but UK arms export licences require a
recipient to comply with international
humanitarian law,” Kearns said.
However, the government at the time
still did not suspend arms exports to
Israel.

Since Lammy became foreign
secretary following the July election,
he has expressed reluctance to
implement a full ban on weapons sales
to Israel.

Following his visit to Israel and the
occupied West Bank in July, Lammy
told the House of Commons, during
a motion calling for the immediate
suspension of export licences

for arms to Israel, that Israel was
“surrounded by people who would
see its annihilation” CAAT, along
with advocacy groups the Palestine
Solidarity Campaigh and War

on Want, have also issued a joint
statement saying that the delay in
ceasing arms exports to Israel is
“unconscionable”.

“The Arms Trade Treaty, to which
Britain is a State Party, outlines that

a State must not export arms if there
is “potential” that they could be used
to commit violations of international
human rights or humanitarian law,”
the groups said in their statement.

“It is inconceivable that after over 76
years of Israel’s regime of military
occupation and apartheid, and
nearly 10 months of Israel’s genocidal
assault on Palestinians in Gaza ... that
the government’s legal advice has
adjudged that such a risk does not
exist.”

Campaigners point to the International
Court of Justice’s July advisory opinion
that member states, which include the
UK, must “take steps to prevent trade
or investment relations that assist in
the maintenance of the illegal situation
created by Israel in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory”.

Katie Fallon, an Advocacy Manager
at CAAT, told Al Jazeera that the case
for an “immediate arms embargo has
been overwhelming for months”.

“For those reasons, it would not be
right to have a blanket ban between
our country and Israel; what is right
is for me to consider in the normal
way the issues in relation to offensive
weapons in Gaza, following the quasi-
judicial process that I have outlined.”
Lammy was also pressed by other
MPs during the session on July 19 to
publish the government’s assessment

on any IHL breaches since the October
7 Hamas attack, which, despite his own
earlier calls, the Labour government
has not done.

What do campaigners and legal
experts say?

Following the April attack on the WCK
convoy, more than 1,000 lawyers and
retired judges in the UK sent a letter to
the government arguing that the sale
of arms to Israel violates international
law.In the letter, the lawyers argued
that the continued arms exports to
Israel “give rise to concerns regarding
the United Kingdom’s compliance with
its obligation under The Arms Trade
Treaty”. CAAT, along with advocacy
groups the Palestine Solidarity
Campaign and War on Want, have also
issued a joint statement saying that the
delay in ceasing arms exports to Israel
is “unconscionable”.

“The Arms Trade Treaty, to which
Britain is a State Party, outlines that

a State must not export arms if there

is “potential” that they could be used
to commit violations of international
human rights or humanitarian law,”
the groups said in their statement.

“It is inconceivable that after over 75
years of Israel’s regime of military
occupation and apartheid, and

nearly 10 months of Israel’s genocidal
assault on Palestinians in Gaza ... that
the government’s legal advice has
adjudged that such a risk does not
exist.”

Campaigners point to the International
Court of Justice’s July advisory opinion
that member states, which include the
UK, must “take steps to prevent trade
or investment relations that assist in
the maintenance of the illegal situation
created by Israel in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory™.

Katie Fallon, an Advocacy Manager

at CAAT, told Al Jazeera that the case
for an “immediate arms embargo has
been overwhelming for months”.

“If Labour implements a meaningful
suspension of arms exports to Israel,

it would be a crucial step towards
ending the impunity that Israel has
been afforded by the international
community to commit the most serious
violations, including genocide and
crimes against humanity, against
Palestinians,” she said.

Fallon added that a suspension “must
include components for F-35 jets

that are dropping bombs on Gaza,
including 2000-pound bombs™.

What changes have the new Labour
government made regarding Gaza?
Two weeks after winning the UK
general election, the new Labour
government announced it was
resuming funding to the UN Agency
for Palestinian Refugees (UNRWA).

Lammy said the UK was committed to
providing 21 million pounds ($27m)
to the agency after it previously cut
funding following Israeli accusations,
without evidence, that some of the
UNRWA's staff were involved in the
October 7 Hamas attack.

Shortly after announcing the
resumption of funding, the government
also said that it was dropping a dispute
with the International Criminal Court
about whether it has jurisdiction to
issue arrest warrants for Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and
Defence Minister Yoav Gallant.
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Liad El-Hayek, D.M.D

Emergencies

Most Insurances Accepted
* Dentures * Extractions
* Crowns-Bridges * Tooth Whitening
* Gum Treatments = Cosmetic Dentistry
* Implants b \

-

A " - '_ / "-..-‘_
R V) A _—
| il p
\ : o > ———

i~ .
= -3 Z Dentist
19680 Center Ridge Rd.

Rocky River, OH 44116
216-251-4474

IMMIGRATION LAW

&ABDALLAH

Abdallah Immigration Law is dedicated to
helping people and businesses find solutions for
their United States immigration needs. We
listen. We understand. We're ready to help you
protect your family and your future in the
United States with our personalized legal
services.

PRACTICE AREAS:

» ADIUSTMENT OF STATUS
» ASYLUM

» CITIZENSHIP

» FIANCE VISA

» EMPLOYMENT BASED

» REMOVAL DEFENSE

» WAIVER APPLICATIONS

» CHANGE OF STATUS

» CONSULAR PROCESSING
CONTACT US TODAY:
B info@abdallahimmigration.com
www.abdallahimmigration.com

R 216-462-0197

“THE AMERICAN DREAM IS YOURS"

The Cleveland Division of Police

o PRE-REGISTRATION ENCOURAGED
g o SCAN TO REGISTER

EXPEDITED HIRING EVENT

JOIN US FOR AN EXPEDITED HIRING EVENT!
COMPLETE MULTIPLE STEPS IN ONE WEEKENED TO BECOME A
PATROL OFFICER WITH THE CLEVELAND DIVISION OF POLICE

APPLICATION & NTN EXAM PRE-CONDITIONAL OFFER
September 13,14 & 15

Cleveland City Hall

601 Lakeside Ave, Cleveland, OH 44114

Free Parking Available at Willard Garage
8:00AM - 4:00PM (Last Sign-In at 3:00PM/ Sunday at 12:00pm)

For questions, contact Det. Felton Collier at 216-623-5233

Artificial
Intelligence
Services

Custom Al
solutions for

Healthcare
Finance
Public Sector

Insurance

www.airitual.com | (440) 841-3646
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SWir TP Tone Loms

Move to the next level of home loans
Swift home loans

Specialize in
First time home buyer 0% down
program
Sam Charara PHA
Branch Manager Conventional
NMLS: 181770 VA
Bank statement loans
NMLS ID #: 2075228 SHOR hans
phone: (313) 406-7033.
cell: (313) 790-0666 : '
: : e-mail: sam.c@swifthomeloans.com
address: _ﬁﬂ.ﬂw__géfn : ':g ;34 : ve Suite 30 Website: www.swifthomeloans.com
Birmingham, Ml 48009

RUSSELL

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

Jeannette Charara REALTOR | Lic.# 2019002561

Email: jeannettecharara@gmail.com
440-252-2777 jeannettecharara@russellrealty.com

RECENTLY SOLD

BY JEANNETTE CHARARA

Pl ;‘-:" 4 -__|
,&ﬁ#m‘-'ﬁ“t;_;“--"‘ -

. - 1oy | B -
- il : v
RS
JUST SOLD! JUST SOLD! . JUST SOLD! F _..-.,."'?‘L

4000 FIELDING DR, NORTH OLMSTED 24185 CARLA LN, NORTH OLMSTED 24989 FLORENCE AVE, NORTH OLMSTED
4 BEDS | 2 BATHS | $375.,000 3 BEDS | 2 BATHS | $340.000 2 BEDS | 2 BATHS | $239,000
/ ng-m .

[

=& & 1T » B

i

- — -.l-- 1 ,_- ' : l Pv‘ -.uﬁ___-w .-'_

lp.-.""_f."' "!H--l:'l-.- =

JUST SOLD! — FOR SALE! “  FOR SALE!

5872 WESTBROOK DR 16800 BROOKPARK RD, BROOK PARK 3131 E 91 5T, CLEVELAND
3 BEDS | 2 BATHS | $222,000 ASKING: $1,000,000 ASKING: $275,000




AUGUST 2024 PROFILE NEWS oHio ISSUE 34

The 78th Annual

ﬂN EXCLUSIVE EVENING OF ENTEE’TA/NMENT August 25, 2024

11amto 6 pm

Renowned Opera Soprano Arabic’s Famed Musicians
e \ . ve . Join us for the 78th annual One World Day.
BN 2 e o ul  § PN :
Professor Emerita Singer and Oud I 'I”.' el : Celebrating the 108th Anniversary (1916-2024) of the Cleveland Cultural Gardens.

ELIZABETH UNIS CHESKO CHRIS ACETO Free cultural and educational event for the entire family.

“Ladies of the Opera” and the : : ClevelandOneWorldDay.org
Gabriela Martinez & Emelia Aceto AL LAYALI BAND A

{ccompanied by Joseph Stephan

Pianist Javier Gonzalez Tony Kenaan ChristopherAceto Jr

National Anthem by Maria Jacobs Dr. Tony Lababidi The 78th Annual

SATURDAY AUGUST 24. 2024 One World Day

TICKETS 9125 ADULT 960 VOUTH 12 VEARS & UNDER Sunday, August 25, 2024 11to 6
DINNER INCLUSIVE CASH BAR : Cleveland Cultural Gardens
DOORS OPEN AT 6 PM COCKTAILS Y/ '
OPERA PERFORMANCE BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 7:30 PM  HAFLI FOLLOWS
RESERVATIONS 440.667.0232 OR 216.256.8475

@ Parade of Flags @® Authentic Ethnic Food
@ Naturalization Ceremony @ Beer Gardens

@ Cultural Performances @ Passport to Peace

@ Family Activities @ Free Parking at VA and

SAINT ELIAS CHURCH ) 7 o/ ® Chlldren s Vlllage Metroparks

EASTERN GATE CENTER -
' H#OWD2024CLE @ ClevelandOneWorldDay.org .
Peace Through Mutual Understanding
- P . b — |

For JUDGE

Cuyahoga County
Court of Common Pleas
GGeneral Division

Paid for by The Committee to Elect Tim Hess
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COMPLEX IMMIGRATION MATTERS

Dedicated to helping people solve their

immigration issues. We bring deep knowledge B R OW N
of immigration law's complexities, making the

process as simple and painless as possible. IMMIGRATION LAW

Where yOU want to BrownlmmlLaw.com 216.861.4414

Ready to turn your
dream into a reality?

Take the next step at Cuyahoga Community
College (Tri-C®).

Gain in-demand job skills or earn an affordable,
transfer-friendly degree.

Tri-C can even help you launch your own
business.

Knowledgeable instructors and advisors will
help you create a customized plan that puts you
on the fast track to your dream job, a four-year
degree or whatever your next step in life is.

So keep moving forward. Keep striving. Keep
your eye on the prize. Keep after that dream.

Tri-C® Where futures begins"

Enroll now. Classes start Aug. 28.

,. Es tri-c.edu | 216-987-6000

Cuyahoga
Community

College

S
%S

Better job. Better life.

Better skills.

24-0577
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- ENJOY HOME DELIVERY OF A MR

“Profile News” - Ohio edition will be delivered to your home or office for $25/year.
| Just email us or send us your address to: |

Profile News

' P.0.Box 311001 Name: |
| Independence, OH 44131 Address: |
| & ProfileNewsOhio@sbcglobal.net  City: State: Zip: |
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Medium Sodoku Expert Sodoku
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CrossWord o
4:panction 1 Simple camera stand
4y 2 California wine lima
8 One skilled at reading destination
others
14 Seascnal drink 3 Smal
15 Kylo Ren's mother 4 Minor goof
16 One Down Under, 5 Merchtable tops
casually 6 Mot thrive
17 "Son of a Preacher 7 liErenthievit st
Man" artist .
20 Some onling animation B Tessardious
21 Gown cut 9 Many a shelter dog
22 Middle East sultanate 10 Social science subj.
23 ActorF waite 11 Donkey
24 Antidepressant, for 12 Gratuity
Ehatl 13 Gender-specific pronoun
28 "September” artist i ¢
32 Teured national parks, Al Subsicize
perhaps 19 Sephora rival

i

3 Jazz drummer Max

[N
=

38-Across, annual
pilation often

shared on s0
and an apt pl
four of this puzzie's long

wn

Onigiri component

[N S T
-1 h

Very clear, picturewise

=]
5]

Search after a met

answers? :
detector beeps, perhaps
38 See 34-Across s b B I
1 Abbr. in reproductive
Al v bofies 30 Abbr. in reproductiv
health

41 Best Chorecgraphy, for
one
42 "Bullet With Butterfly
‘Wings" artist 35 Chutney fruit
36 | got this ong”

31 Food court stac
34 Dines

49 "Peter Pan" pi

50 Ukah city with a biblical

37 Cassette

38 Room to grow?

name
51 Taiwanese laptop 38 Genetic messenger
company 41 Russia, once

52 Frankenstein associ 43 "Count me in!"
53 Mother 44 Midday
551 h into Me® artist

fate ]
0 Live feed from the San

45 [njure

; % 48 Cooling-off period?
Diego Zoo

47 "Keeping it real since

61 Interview-style exam
62 "Huh!"
63 Much political humor 48 Handy tool for making

latkes

| = §*

] Lidbiad o) 64 CVS orders
11 L PR TR = 4 52 Construction beam

""l.ﬂs:_.j-l.ﬂ 65 Wood __ mushrooms :’ &

53 Campaign expense

54 Unadon fish

55 Possesses

56 Emissions-monitoring

org.

Damp

58 Poli-__

59 "Ddds _
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Libra

~ Aries (e f ,  This month, thanks to influences on your 4th House
N\ Make sure to get enough rest. Mercury goes retrograde of Home and Family and 11th House of Friendship,
‘ X this month, so beware of the usual travel delays and you're thinking about things like chosen family and
Y ~\ communication mishaps. As the backward dance spends the pressure of parenthood. But this doesn’t have
) some time in your erotic 5th House, be ready to practice = “  to be overwhelming. See August as an opportunity
/ . patience to avoid misunderstandings with lovers. However, — to have fun with those you love the most. However,
as Juno, the asteroid of commitment, influences partnerships, Mercury goes retrograde, so don’t be surprised if
you’'ll most likely overcome any mishaps and be able to people, including yourself, arrive a little late to such
advance the relationship. Connect with friends during the plans. There’s also an Aquarius full moon in your
Aquarius full moon, and when the sun enters Virgo, continue pleasurable 5th House, indicating passionate, hot sex
to prioritize self-care. or whatever form of intimacy makes you feel adored.
Taurus Scorpio

This month emphasizes the importance of rest and self-
care. You're a luxurious sign, Taurus, and you must honor
that. Mercury goes retrograde, and while you'll want to
be aware of that to plan for travel delays, typos, and the
possibility of exes sliding in your DMs, you don’t need to

You might feel overwhelmed when friends come
to you early in the month for emotional support.
Are they giving enough back? Early August also
marks the start of Mercury retrograde. If you
feel overwhelmed, you're allowed to implement

sweat it. When the sun moves into perfectionist Virgo, it boundaries. While you don’t want to hurt anyone,
also lights up your pleasurable 5th House, reminding you remember you have a stringer for a reason. This

to balance out your to-do lists. You're most productive month brings a new moon, the time for beginnings,
when you feel rested and cared for. You may catch yourself in your determined 10th House, indicating

being a bit too hard on yourself, so remember to take a professional opportunities. However, you're also
deep breath and treat yourself like you would a friend. spending a lot of time contemplating what family

means to you.

Gemini

Your ruling planet, trickster Mercury, goes retrograde this
month. To make the usual hiccups that come along with
this more manageable, make a promise that, in addition to
being gentle with yourself, try to be as honest as possible.
Any small lies could come back to bite you. Additionally,
you may feel some shifts within your relationships, in

Sagittarius

Mercury begins one of its infamous retrogrades
this month. As a result, to avoid getting frustrated,
just make your to-do lists slightly shorter than

particular, romances. Some Geminis will want to take usual, including adding self-soothing activities.
things to the next level, as lovers start to feel like family, With opulent Venus moving into your 10th House
while others will have to do the difficult but necessary of Social Status early in the month, you’ll still be
task of being honest that they only feel lukewarm about presented with opportunities as long as you self-
someone. soothe. You're also thinking about your friend

group this month. It’'s okay to invest more time into
those dearest to your heart and cut off any fakers.
Cancer There’s a bright full moon in your 3rd House of
Communication. And, coupled with Mercury
retrograde, this date could leave you frazzled, so
Messenger Mercury goes retrograde early in August. For enjoy some rest
the next few weeks, allow extra travel time, be patient
about communication mishaps, and beware of internet .
outages. However, it’s a vibrant and interesting month that Ca pricorn
will keep you too busy to fret about Mercury’s backward
dance. There’s also a dark new moon, the time of new
beginnings, in your lush 2nd House. This lunation pushes
you to turn a creative dream into a reality. The stars have
your back. There’s also a powerful full moon in your
sexy 8th House, which could point to passionate sex or traveling or just zipping around town for work.
explosive arguments, so it’s okay to focus on pleasure and It’s imperative to schedule time for rest and self-
put off heavy conversations. care and try to start the habit of finding peace
even while waiting in traffic. Despite Mercury
retrograde, there’s a full moon in your abundant
Leo 2nd House that indicates you could receive
welcome financial news or professional gain.

Aquarius

You might feel slowed down, especially earlier
in August, as Mercury goes retrograde. This will
be frustrating for your driven Capricorn self, as
your schedule is jam-packed, whether you're

Sigh, you must pass the torch to Virgo this month, Leo.
However, fear not. It’s a super creative month. And,
with the sun in your opulent 2nd House, there are even
opportunities, within the confines of our economy,

of course, to monetize your creativity. Mercury goes
retrograde early in the month. While you should stay

Mercury goes retrograde this month, so beware of
exes sliding into your DMs, in addition to the usual
communication mishaps or travel delays. It’s a

aware of the potential travel delays, technological spiritual month, so you may feel called to work with
troubles, or communication mishaps, if a once-in-a-lifetime tarot or ancestors. And, if your intuition sets off an
opportunity comes your way, don'’t let a pesky Mercury alarm or perceives stranger dangetr, listen to it.
retrograde stand in your way. You're thinking about When the sun enters Virgo, you may feel interested
boundaries thanks to moves from Juno, the asteroid of in a makeover. It’s a lovely time for investing in
commitment. You're a very generous sign. However, are beauty routines, self-care, or experimenting with
you receiving as much as you give? You must honor the your look. Additionally, Virgo season is also set

fact that you’re a majestic lion who needs lots of attention to be super sexy. You've been warned, and when
and cat naps. Mercury goes direct at the end of the month, exes

return to their graves as long as you don’t engage.

Pisces

( Virgo

I(( W Mercury goes retrograde this month. As it’s your
? ruling planet, these backward dances do impact you.

One of the busiest days comes early in the month.
Loving Venus moves into your 7th House, blessing

X However, as lush Venus moves into your sign on the relationships. The sky also goes dark with a new moon
- same day Mercury retrogrades, you feel motivated that begs you to take a look at your daily routine.

despite any hiccups. Just know early August is best Does it best serve your health? Plus, Mercury goes

for plotting and planning rather than taking direct retrograde. Beware of travel delays, communication
action. As an analytical Virgo, you can be prone to mishaps, and exes sliding into your DMs. However, be
anxiety and overthinking, which Mercury retrograde aware that, due to your tendency to want to hold onto
amplifies. Combat this with self-soothing and relationships, you may be the ex reaching out. While
celebration. After all, Virgo season begins this month! it’s fine to be friends if it works, check in with yourself

Happy solar return. to see if you're holding yourself back.
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ANTONIO S. NICHOLSON
FOR JUDGE

Cuyahoga County Court
of Common Pleas

NO ONE WILL
WORK HARDER

for the citizens of Cuyahoga County

Judge Timothy W,

CLARY

CUYAHOGA COUNTY COMMON PLEAS COURT

Endorsed by
Cleveland Police Patrolmen’s Association
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Antorud Micholson has been a i

rial
attorney in the Cuyahoga and Lake
unty Public Defender Offices,
the Cleveland Drug Court, and
in private practice. A champion
-'-'q.r'l:-_;r=|:'_: nas bean g WIS
) his community as a
teer youth, middle school,
nigh school wrestling coach
will bring a tough and fair
ach to the bench, protecting

r community mterests and the

htg of its citizens

EXPERIENCED

At s th i gncad candidate n tha race

HARD WORKING

trong Work

& courthouse Lo the

% COMMITTED

S8niing as a put

Family & Friends Committed to Cuyahoga County

Oscar Micholson Jr, MD, FACS. | Bryson Micholson, MD, FACS
Anthony C. Nicholson, Esq. | Daryl D. Jackson, Ph.D., MSW, BSW. | Katari Lundy, MS

The Most Experienced Candidate!

EXPERIENCE

+ Cuyahoga Cotmty Common Pleas Court, ]udge
« Cuyahoga County Public Defender’s Office,
Assistant Public Defender

» Cuyahoga County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office,
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney, (General Felony
Division, Children & Family Services Division,
and Chlld Support Enforcement Agency)

« Climaco, Wilcox, Peca, Tarantino & Garofoli Co LPA,
Private Practice

RATED BY JUDGE4YOURSELF.COM

Asian American Bar Association of Ohio Excellent

Cuyahoga County Criminal
Defense Lawyers Association Excellent

Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Assocmtion Excellent

Norman S. Minor Bar Association Excellent

Ohio Prosecuting Attorneys Association_ Good
« Ohio Women’s Bar Association Excellent
EDUCATION
= Cleveland Marshall College of Law, J.D.

:lohn Carroll Umversny, B.A.
« Saint Ignatius High School, Graduate

MEMBERSHIPS

« Member, National Eagle Scout Association
« Former Member, AFSCME Local 3631

Known to be Firm, Trusted to be Fair

Paid for by Keep Judge Timothy W. Clary K e

it
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Now

SKY
INTERNATIONAL MARRKET

6444 Pearl Rd
Parma Heights OH 44130




